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Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum announces winter/spring 2009 concert schedule, 
featuring classical, jazz, and contemporary music performances 
Nation’s longest-running museum music program unveils diverse concert offerings showcasing young 
performers, celebrating contemporary composers, & exploring globally-inspired jazz 
 
BOSTON, DECEMBER 18, 2008 — The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s 82nd concert series, under the direction of 
Curator of Music Scott Nickrenz, continues in the New Year with an extensive array of classical, jazz, and new 
music performances beginning Thursday, January 15th and continuing through June.  
 
Lauded as “an invaluable chamber music destination”  (Jeremy Eichler, The Boston Globe, 2008), the Gardner offers 
a transporting concert-going experience for listeners of all musical inclinations.  In keeping with the museum’s 
spring exhibition, Journeys East: Isabella Stewart Gardner and Asia, on view from February 21 through May 31, 
this season offers an eclectic range of music from near and far.  
 
Globetrotting highlights include: a Young Artists Showcase performance on double bass and pipa featuring both 
western classical and traditional Chinese music (April 12); a Middle Eastern jazz fusion performance by the talented 
musicians from Berklee College (June 18); and two more concerts in the Gardner’s popular Tin Pan Alley series, 
celebrating the birth of a uniquely American musical idiom (March 8 & 15). 
 
This season’s performances are now posted on the Gardner’s new online calendar, accessible through 
www.gardnermuseum.org, and a complete concert listing follows. Tickets for all winter/spring concerts are now on 
sale and may be purchased by phone through the museum’s Box Office at 617 278 5156 (open Tues.–Sun., 10am–
4pm), online via www.gardnermuseum.org, or in person at the museum entrance at 280 The Fenway (Tues.–Sun., 
11am–4:00pm). 

 
CONCERT HIGHLIGHTS 
Credited with “energiz[ing] the city’s musical life”  (The Boston Globe), the Gardner’s Composer Portraits series of 
contemporary classical concerts, presented in collaboration with New York’s Miller Theatre, is now in its fifth 
season at the museum.  On Thursday, January 15th, the winter/spring season opens with a Composer Portraits 
concert honoring Pulitzer Prize-winning composer (and former Gardner Chamber Orchestra co-director) Leon 
Kirchner .  And in April, Composer Portraits celebrates the powerful music of Iannis Xenakis with a performance 
by the International Contemporary Ensemble (ICE).  
 
Jazz at the Gardner serves up internationally-inspired jazz in three concerts this season: Cirkestra, an ensemble 
composed of America’s finest circus musicians, performs on February 19th; the Melissa Aldana Quar tet, headed by 
a Chilean saxophonist from Berklee College, plays original compositions on March 19th; and a performance by the 
Berklee Middle Eastern Fusion Ensemble (MEF) on June 18th concludes the spring season.  
 
Held on select Thursday evenings as part of the museum’s popular Gardner After Hours events, Composer Portraits 
and Jazz at the Gardner concerts offer contemporary classical and jazz performances in a celebratory ambiance. 
After the concert, guests are invited to join the performers and composers for an informal reception around the 
courtyard. Tickets to these concerts include admission to all After Hours activities, which take place from 5:30–
9:30pm every third Thursday from September to June. 
 
The Gardner’s renowned Sunday Concert Series, featuring a mix of established performers and up-and-coming 
musicians highlighted in Young Artists Showcase concerts, continues weekly from January 18th through May 10th.  
Highlights include: back-to-back concerts of Bach’s Goldberg Variations, performed first on marimba (Pius 
Cheung, Jan 25) and then on a dual-keyboard Steinway-Moór piano (Chr istopher  Taylor , Feb 1); a rare US 



 

concert appearance of the acclaimed London chamber group The Nash Ensemble, performing Mozart, Ligeti and 
Dohnányi (March 29); the return of two concerts in the Gardner’s popular Tin Pan Alley series, featuring soprano 
Jennifer  Aylmer  and baritone Randall Scar lata performing music from the Great American Songbook (March 8 
and 15); and a number of performances by exciting young artists, including double bassist DaXun Zhang (April 
12), the Moët Tr io (May 3), musicians from Ravinia’s Steans Institute (March 22), and pianists Alexander 
Ghindin (March 1), Jean-Frédér ic Neuburger  (April 5) and Kather ine Chi (April 26). The Sunday Concert 
Series wraps up on May 10th with Schubert’s Octet for Strings and Winds in F Major performed by Musicians from 
Mar lboro. 
 
Concerts are held in the Gardner’s century-old Tapestry Room, a unique concert hall hung with 15th-century 
Flemish tapestries. Concert tickets include admission to the museum’s three floors of galleries, housing one of the 
most important art collections in the world as well as rotating historic and contemporary art exhibitions. This 
season, visitors can enjoy The Triumph of Marriage: Painted Cassoni of the Renaissance, on view through January 
19th, followed by Journeys East: Isabella Stewart Gardner and Asia from February 21st through May 31st.  
 
“ THE CONCERT”  PODCAST &  MUSIC L IBRARY 
Live since September 2006, “The Concert”  features live recordings of classical masterpieces from the Gardner’s 
weekly concert series, and has been noted in The Wall Street Journal, Fast Company, and the popular blog 
BoingBoing for its groundbreaking use of flexible copyright and quality programming. To date, the podcast has 
garnered over three quarters of a million downloads and enjoys a steady audience of approximately 30,000 listeners 
per month. The museum’s online library of classical works has grown to include well over 100 recordings.   
 
New podcast programs are posted on the 1st and 15th of every month on the museum’s website at 
www.gardnermuseum.org, and listeners may subscribe to receive free, automatic updates.  Dur ing January, 
February, and March 2009, we’ ll be offer ing a chance to win an iPod Shuffle loaded with classical music 
from “ The Concer t!”  Additional details will be posted on www.gardnermuseum.org in January. 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR SCOTT NICKRENZ 
Renowned violist Scott Nickrenz began his 19th season as music director at the Gardner Museum in fall 2008. Since 
1990, Nickrenz has taken the Gardner’s music programs to an unprecedented level of excellence, initiating a number 
of exceptional music projects including the Museum’s Centennial Open Air concerts and Vivaldi in the Courtyard, 
and the ongoing Young Artists Showcase program and Composer Portraits series. Formerly the Director of Chamber 
Music at the Spoleto Festivals in the USA and Italy, and also at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Scott Nickrenz is 
currently the Director of Chamber Music at the New World Symphony, Miami Beach, Florida. 

 
 
A complete schedule of all concerts from January 15th through June 18th follows. 

 
COMPOSER PORTRAITS 
SELECT THURSDAY EVENINGS OF CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL MUSIC �  PART OF GARDNER AFTER HOURS 
A partnership with New York’s Miller Theatre, “ the hotbed of contemporary music”  (The New York Times) 

Leon Kirchner 

Thursday, January 15, 7:00 p.m. 

MUSIC OF LEON K IRCHNER 

Paula Robison, flute; Corey Cerovsek, violin; Jeremy Denk, piano; Ayano 
Kataoka, percussion; Claremont Tr io  
 

New York native Leon Kirchner (b. 1919) is a performer’s composer. He is 
championed by some of the world’s finest musicians, many of whom are joining 
in this celebration of his 90th birthday. 
 
Trio No. 2 (1993) 
Flutings for Paula (1973) 
Duo No. 2 (2001) 
Sonata Concertante (1952) 
Trio No. 1 (1954) 



 

Thursday, Apr il 16, 7:00 p.m. 
MUSIC OF IANNIS XENAKIS 

International Contemporary Ensemble (ICE) 

Drawing on his architectural work with Le Corbusier and his 
mathematical computer modeling, Iannis Xenakis (1922-2001) was 
able to transmute intellectual elegance into works of brutal power 
and astonishing beauty. 
 
Akanthos (1977) 
Plekto (1993) 
Ikhoor (1978) 
Palimpsest (1979) 

 
 

 
Iannis Xenakis 

 
 
JAZZ AT THE GARDNER 
JAZZ IS BACK ON SELECT THURSDAY NIGHTS �  PART OF GARDNER AFTER HOURS 
A collaboration with Berklee College of Music 

Thursday, February 19, 7:00 p.m. 
CIRKESTRA 
Peter Bufano, accordion 
Käthe Louise Hostetter, fiddle 
Sammy Lett, saxophone and clarinet 
Mike Dobson, percussion 
 
Formed by former circus clown Peter Bufano, Cirkestra is made 
up of the best circus musicians in the United States.  The troupe’s 
music is an eclectic mix of gypsy, jazz, tango, klezmer, and the 
ultimately creepy circus waltz. 
 
 

 
Cirkestra 
 

Thursday, March 19, 7:00 p.m. 

MELISSA ALDANA QUARTET 
Melissa Aldana, tenor saxophone 
Michael Palma, piano 
Dan Carpel, bass 
Devin Drobka, drums 
 
Chilean saxophonist and Berklee scholar Melissa Aldana leads a group of some of Berklee’s most lauded 
musicians performing originals by Aldana and pianist Michael Palma. 

 
 
Thursday, June 18, 7:00 p.m. 

BERKLEE M IDDLE EASTERN FUSION ENSEMBLE (MEF)  
 
The MEF Ensemble will perform a blend of traditional and contemporary Middle Eastern music from Egypt, 
Lebanon, Turkey, and Andalusia. Instrumentation includes vocals, strings, percussion, and woodwinds. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES &  YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON CLASSICAL SERIES �  JANUARY 18 – MAY 10, 1:30PM 

 
Pius Cheung 

 Sunday, January 18, 1:30 p.m. 
COREY CEROVSEK , violin 
JEREMY DENK , piano 
JUPITER STRING QUARTET 

Haydn: String Quartet in F Major, Op. 77, 
No. 2 

Chausson: Concerto in D Major for violin, 
piano, and string quartet 

Sunday, January 25, 1:30 p.m. 
PIUS CHEUNG, marimba 
Young Artists Showcase—First Prize 
Winner, 2008 Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions 

Bach: Goldberg Variations, BWV 988 

 
Paula Robison 

Sunday, February 1, 1:30 p.m. 
CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR, dual-keyboard 
Steinway-Moór piano 

Bach: Goldberg Variations, BWV 988 

Sunday, February 8, 1:30 p.m. 

GARDNER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA  
PAULA ROBISON, flute and director 

Handel: Water Music (complete) 

 
Nicola Benedetti 

Sunday, February 15, 1:30 p.m. 
NICOLA BENEDETTI , violin  
KATYA APEKISHEVA, piano 

Brahms: Sonata No. 2 in A Major, Op. 
100 
Ysaÿe: Sonata No. 5 in G Major, Op. 27, 
No. 5 
Prokofiev: Sonata No. 1 in F minor, Op. 
80 

 

Sunday, February 22, 1:30 p.m. 

MUSICIANS FROM MARLBORO 
Romie de Guise-Langlois, clarinet; Karina 
Canellakis, violin; Augustin Hadelich, 
violin; Sebastian Krunnies, viola; Peter 
Stumpf, cello 

Haydn: String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 
64, No. 6 
Kodály: Duo for violin and cello 
Brahms: Clarinet Quintet in B minor, Op. 
115 

 
Alexander Ghindin 

Sunday, March 1, 1:30 p.m. 
ALEXANDER GHINDIN, piano  
Young Artists Showcase – First Prize 
Winner, 2007 Cleveland International 
Piano Competition 

Liszt: Selections from Années de 
Pelerinage 

Schubert/Liszt: Der Müller und der Bach, 
Op. 25, No. 19 
Schubert/Liszt: Auf dem Wasser zu 
Singen, D. 774, Op. 72 
Rachmaninoff: Prelude in C-sharp minor, 
Op. 3, No. 2 
Glinka/Balakirev: The Lark 
Moussorgsky: Pictures at an Exhibition  

Sunday, March 8, 1:30 p.m. 

TIN PAN ALLEY AT THE GARDNER, I I I  
JENNIFER AYLMER, soprano 
RANDALL SCARLATA, baritone 
LAURA WARD, piano 

Featuring music from the Great American 
Songbook, including songs by Irving 
Berlin, Stephen Foster, George Gershwin, 
Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, Richard 
Rodgers, and many others. 
 



 

 
Jennifer Aylmer 

Sunday, March 15, 1:30 p.m. 
TIN PAN ALLEY AT THE GARDNER, IV 
JENNIFER AYLMER, soprano 
RANDALL SCARLATA, baritone 
LAURA WARD, piano 

Featuring music from the Great American 
Songbook, including songs by Irving 
Berlin, Stephen Foster, George Gershwin, 
Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, Richard 
Rodgers, and many others. 
 

Sunday, March 22, 1:30 p.m.  
MUSICIANS FROM RAVINIA’S STEANS 
INSTITUTE 
Young Artists Showcase 

Miriam Fried, violin; Robin Scott, violin; 
Yoonji Kang, viola; Yura Lee, viola; 
Michael Nicolas, cello; Helen Huang, 
piano 

Mozart: Piano Trio in B-flat Major, K. 502 
Eric Sawyer: Piano Trio: Lincoln’s Two 
Americas 

Mendelssohn: String Quintet No. 2 in B-
flat Major, Op. 87 

 
Jean-Frédéric Neuburger 

Sunday, March 29, 1:30 p.m. 
THE NASH ENSEMBLE 
Richard Hosford, clarinet; Richard 
Watkins, horn; Marianne Thorsen, violin; 
Lawrence Power, viola; Paul Watkins, 
cello; Ian Brown, piano 

Mozart: Piano Quartet No. 1 in G minor, 
K. 478 

Ligeti: Trio for horn, violin, and piano 
Dohnányi: Sextet in C Major, Op. 37 

Sunday, Apr il 5, 1:30 p.m. 
JEAN-FRÉDÉRIC NEUBURGER, piano 
Young Artists Showcase – First Prize 
Winner, 2006 Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions 

Bach: Italian Concerto in F Major, BWV 
971 

Franck: Prelude, Chorale, and Fugue, M. 
21 

Ravel: La Valse 
Chopin: Sonata No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 
35 

 
DaXun Zhang 

Sunday, Apr il 12, 1:30 p.m. 
DAXUN ZHANG, double bass  
Young Artists Showcase – First Prize 
Winner, 2003 Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions 
YANG WEI , pipa  

Anderson: Four Short Pieces for Solo 
Double Bass 
Trad. Chinese: Battle Field and Rainbow 
Dance 
Huang: Galloping Horses 
Bach: Invention Nos. 6 And 11 
Chen: Jun 
Handel/Halvorsen: Passacaglia 

Sunday, Apr il 19, 1:30 p.m. 
CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF L INCOLN 
CENTER 
Wu Han, piano; Jupiter String Quartet 

Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 7 in F-
sharp minor, Op. 108 

Gubaidulina: String Quartet No. 2 
Shostakovich: Quintet in G minor for 
piano, two violins, viola, and cello, Op. 
57 

 

 Katherine Chi 

Sunday, Apr il 26, 1:30 p.m. 
KATHERINE CHI , piano 

   Young Artists Showcase 

     Boulez: Sonata No. 1 
Ravel: Menuet sur le nom d’Haydn 
Hahn: Thème Varié 
Debussy: Hommage à Haydn 
Beethoven: Sonata No. 27 in E minor, Op. 
90 

Liszt/Busoni: Fantasie on Two Motives 
from Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro 

Sunday, May 3, 1:30 p.m. 
MOËT TRIO 
Young Artists Showcase 
Yuri Namkung, violin; Yves Dharamraj, 
cello; Michael Mizrahi, piano 

Beethoven: Trio in D Major, Op. 70, No. 1 
Joan Tower: Big Sky 
Ravel: Trio in A minor 
 



 

 

 

Sunday, May 10, 1:30 p.m.  
MUSICIANS FROM MARLBORO 
Pascal Archer, clarinet; Jennifer Monroe, 
bassoon; Radovan Vlatkovi� , horn; Lily 
Francis, violin; Sarah Kapustin, violin; 
Julianne Lee, viola; Peter Wiley, cello; 
Peter Lloyd, double bass 

Schubert: Octet for Strings and Winds in 
F Major, D. 803, Op. 166 

 

 

 
TICKETS   
$23 General Public; $18 Seniors; $15 Members; $10 College Students; $5 Children ages 5-17 (children under 5 
not admitted to concerts).  Concert tickets include admission to the museum’s three floors of galleries, including 
the special exhibition gallery. Tickets to Composer Portraits and Jazz at the Gardner concerts also include 
admission to all Gardner After Hours activities. 
 
Tickets may be purchased by phone through the museum’s Box Office at 617 278 5156 (open Tues.–Sun., 10am–
4pm), online via www.gardnermuseum.org, or in person at the museum entrance at 280 The Fenway (Tues.–Sun., 
11am–4:00pm).  Additional information about museum events, including concerts, is available on our Event 
Information Line at 617 278 5102.   
 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM  
280 The Fenway  Boston MA 02115  617 566 1401  www.gardnermuseum.org • Green Line E train or #39 bus to Museum •  Hours: 
Tue.–Sun., 11 am–4:45 pm •  Tickets: $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; FREE members, children 18 & under and all named 
“ Isabella”  
Modeled after a 15th-century Venetian palazzo surrounding an interior courtyard garden, the century-old Gardner 
Museum houses one of the most remarkable art collections in the world, featuring works by Rembrandt, 
Michelangelo, Raphael, Degas and Sargent. Changing exhibitions, the oldest museum music program in the 
country, evening events, and seasonal courtyard garden displays enrich the collection. 
 
Many thanks to our generous concert donors who bring special performances to the museum each season: The Fitzpatrick Family 
Concert, James Lawrence Memorial Concert, Alford P. Rudnick Memorial Concert, Marie Louise & David Scudder Concert, Wendy 
Shattuck Concert, and Willona Sinclair Memorial Concert. 
 
The piano is dedicated as the Elliot Forbes Hamburg Steinway.  The harpsichord was generously donated by Dr. Robert Barstow in 
memory of Marion Huse. Its care is endowed in memory of Dr. Barstow by The Barstow Fund. The Tapestry Room chairs are a gift 
from Charles O. Wood III and Miriam M. Wood. Artistic programming is made possible, in part, by the Barbara Lee Program Fund. 
The Museum receives operating support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Composer Portraits and Jazz at the Gardner are 
made possible, in part, by the Wallace Foundation. Composer Portraits is made possible, in part, through the support of JoAnne and 
Charles Dickinson. 

### 
 

EDITORS’  NOTE: Music Director Scott Nickrenz and musicians performing this season are available for interviews throughout the 
season.  High-resolution images of all performers are also available upon request.  

 


